
If a household are praying together, one person may act as 
leader and the others as the congregation and they join in 
the words in bold type. If alone, read all the words aloud. You 
may want to light a candle before you begin, and have a 
Bible, cross or crucifix to look at. You might prepare for this 
act of worship by listening to some music, or by being still  
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Preparation  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.                                                                              
Amen.                                                                                                                                                                               
The Lord is here.                                                                                                                                                                      
His Spirit is with us.                                                                                                                                                                  

Blessed are you Lord our God,                                                                                                                       
for you come to us and seek to make your home with us.                                                                     
Let our doors and ears be open to you.                                                                                                             
Let our hearts find their rest and their joy in you,                                                                                             
that we may grow in grace and live to your glory.                                                                                           
Blessed are you Father, Son and Holy Spirit.                                                                                                        

Silence is kept 

We ask your blessing on all who proclaim the Good News.                                                                               
We pray for preachers and evangelists,                                                                                                                          
for teachers in schools and Sunday schools.                                                                                                          
We remember all at theological colleges.                                                                                                                 
May we hear and receive your word,                                                                                                                          
that it may grow in us and that we may serve you.                                                                                             
We pray for all those who have never heard                                                                                                             
or who have closed their minds to the Gospel.                    

Prayers of Penitence                                                                                                                                          
Today we give thanks to God for all that is good in our lives and take time to remember those things 
that we have done that are not so good.                                                                                                                            
As we pray, we reflect on the week that has passed and ask the Lord for his forgiveness and healing, 
for forgiveness that maybe we have not used our given gifts and talents as maybe we should have 
done for God’s praise and glory…………..                                                                                                                                                       
for forgiveness that we have not stepped out in faith to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ our 



Lord…………………………                                                                                                                                                           
And we have not heard or followed Lord your instruction and calling to give our lives to your service 
and calling………….. 

May your loving mercy come to me, O lord,                                                                                                                   
and your salvation according to your word:                                                                                                                
Lord have mercy.                                                                                                                                                                 
Lord have mercy. 

Your word is a lantern to my feet and a light to my path                                                                                               
Christ have mercy                                                                                                                                                                
Christ have mercy 

O let your mercy come to me that I might live,                                                                                                                   
for you law is my delight:                                                                                                                                                      
Lord have mercy.                                                                                                                                                                 
Lord have mercy 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Words of forgiveness                                                                                                                                                 

May the God of love and power                                                                                                                                       
forgive us and free us from our sins,                                                                                                                                                                         
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,                                                                                                                                         
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.   Amen.                                                                                                                  

The Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God,                                                                                                                                  
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified:                                               
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people,                                                                         
that in their vocation and ministry                                                                                                                       
they may serve you in holiness and truth                                                                                                               
to the glory of your name:                                                                                                                          
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,                                                                                            
who is alive and reigns with you,                                                                                                                                 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,                                                                                                                                     
One God, now and for ever. Amen.                                                                                                                              

The Word of the Lord 

First reading – Isaiah 55:10-13 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
   and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
   giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
   it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
   and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
 



For you shall go out in joy, 
   and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
   shall burst into song, 
   and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
   instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
   for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                      
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel reading – Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23.                                                                      

 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. Such great crowds gath-
ered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 
up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 
since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!’ 

 ‘Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; 
this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, 
that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one 
who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and 
it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.’ 

This is the gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                   
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Affirmation of faith.                                                                                                                                                      
With our Christian brothers and sisters, let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.  

Christ died for our sins                                                                                                                                                     
in accordance with the Scriptures;                                                                                                                                   
he was buried;                                                                                                                                                                        
he was raised to life on the third day                                                                                                                               
in accordance with the Scriptures;                                                                                                                     
afterwards he appeared to his followers,                                                                                                                                           
and to all the apostles:                                                                                                                                                              
this we have received                                                                                                                                                           
and this we believe.  Amen.                                                                                                                                               



Prayers of intercession   

(Here you may wish to offer prayer in your own words, or be prompted by the words here)  

We give thanks for the harvests of our world and for all who provide us with food and with our 
needs……praying for those who work in agriculture…………………. 

We ask your blessing on all who are ill and are finding life difficult, those in the world who are poor or 
hungry, those whose lives are blighted by war and oppression…………………      

We give thanks for our homes and pray that you will always be at home in our homes and in our 
hearts…………………..may we make room in our lives and in our days to know you and to love 
you………………….                                                                                                                             

We ask your guidance upon all who are caught up in the cares of this world, those who are over-
wrought and anxious…………….. 

We remember those who are fearful of what the future holds, those who have become poor in spirit.. 

We ask your blessing on all who are ill or suffering and their loved ones who care for 
them…………………. 

We give thanks for your saints in glory and pray that our loved ones departed may know the joy of 
your kingdom. 

We commend this world, our families and ourselves to your unfailing love………… 

The Lord’s prayer 

Joining with Christians throughout the world, we pray:                                                                                               
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;                                                                                                                                          
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                          
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                
as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                                                                                    
and lead us not into temptation;  but deliver us from evil.                                                                                              
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.                                                               
Amen.                                                               

The Grace                                                                                                                                                                                 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,                                                                                                                                     
the love of God,                                                                                                                                                                         
be with us all, evermore.                                                                                                                                           
Amen. 

 

This week’s readings; - 

Monday: Psalm 50:7-15 Matthew10:34-11:1                                                                                 
Tuesday: Psalm 48:1-7, Matthew1 11:20-24                                                                       
Wednesday: Psalm  94:5-11, Matthew 11:25-27                                                                                   
Thursday: Psalm 102:14-21, Matthew 11; 28 to end                                                                                                                        
Friday: Psalm 31:1-8, Matthew 12:1-8                                                                                                  
Saturday: Psalm 10:1-5a,12, Matthew 12:14-21 . 

 

 


