
If a household are praying together, one person may act as 
leader and the others as the congregation and they join in 
the words in bold type. If alone, read all the words aloud. You 
may want to light a candle before you begin, and have a 
Bible, cross or crucifix to look at. You might prepare for this 
act of worship by listening to some music, or by being still  
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Preparation  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.                                                                              
Amen.                                                                                                                                                                               
The Lord is here.                                                                                                                                                                      
His Spirit is with us.                                                                                                                                                                  

Blessed are you Lord our God,                                                                                                                       
for you have given us a of your kingdom.                                                                                                                           
You invite us to share in your godly rule                                                                                                           
and in the riches of life that is eternal.                                                                                                                  
Lord, teach us to seek you                                                                                                                                            
until we know you and love you                                                                                                                                        
and are aware of your transforming power in all the world.                                                                  
Blessed are you Father, Son and Holy Spirit.                                                                                                        

Silence is kept 

Loving God, we have come to worship you.                                                                                                        
Help us to pray to you in faith,                                                                                                                             
to sing your praise with gratitude,                                                                                                                             
and to listen to your word with eagerness;                                                                                                 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Prayers of Penitence                                                                                                                                          
Today we give thanks to God for all that is good in our lives and take time to remember those things 
that we have done that are not so good.                                                                                                                            
As we pray, we reflect on the week that has passed and ask the Lord for his forgiveness and healing, 
for forgiveness that maybe we have not used our given gifts and talents as maybe we should have 
done for God’s praise and glory…………..                                                                                                                                                       
for forgiveness that we have not stepped out in faith to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ our 
Lord…………………………                                                                                                                                                           



And we have not listened or followed Lord your instruction, calling us to give our lives to your service 
………. 

Jesus says, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.” So let us turn away from sin and 
turn to the Lord, confessing our sins in penitence and faith 

Lord God,                                                                                                                                                                                      
we have sinned against you;                                                                                                                                                    
we have done evil in your sight.                                                                                                                                         
We are sorry and repent.                                                                                                                                                  
Have mercy on us according to your love.                                                                                                                         
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.                                                                                            
Renew a right spirit within us                                                                                                                                                 
and restore us to the joy of your salvation,                                                                                                                        
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Words of forgiveness                                                                                                                                                
May the God of love and power                                                                                                                                       
forgive us and free us from our sins,                                                                                                                                                                         
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,                                                                                                                                         
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.   Amen.                                                                                                                  

The Collect                                                                                                                                                                    

Lord of all power and might,                                                                                                                                                     
the author and giver of all good things:                                                                                                                                                         
graft in our hearts the love of your name,                                                                                                                      
increase in us true religion,                                                                                                                                               
nourish us with all goodness,                                                                                                                                               
and of your great mercy keep us in the same;                                                                                                            

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,                                                                                            
who is alive and reigns with you,                                                                                                                                 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,                                                                                                                                     
One God, now and for ever. Amen.                                                                                                                              

The Word of the Lord                                                                                                                                                         

First reading – 1 Kings 3:5-12 

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask what I 
should give you.’ And Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast love to your serv-
ant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 
uprightness of heart towards you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, 
and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O LORD my God, you have 
made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not 
know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you 
have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your 
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between 
good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?’ 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, ‘Because you have asked 
this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but 
have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your 



word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you 
and no one like you shall arise after you. 

This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                      
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel reading – Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 

 He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has 
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.’ 

He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’ ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field. 

 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one 
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 
every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets 
but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and sepa-
rate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 ‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Therefore every 
scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household 
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’ 

This is the gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                   
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Affirmation of faith.                                                                                                                                                      
With our Christian brothers and sisters, let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. We say 
together 

Holy, holy, holy                                                                                                                                                                   
is the Lord God almighty,                                                                                                                                                                
who was, and is, and is to come.                                                                                                                                            
We believe in God the Father;                                                                                                                                         
who created all things;                                                                                                                                                             
for by his will they were created and have their being.                                                                                                    
We believe in God the Son, who was slain:                                                                                                                        
for with his blood he purchased us for God,                                                                                                            
from every tribe and language, from every people and nation.                                                                                         
We believe in God the Holy Spirit:                                                                                                                                    
the Spirit and the Bride say, “Come!”                                                                                                                             
Even so come, Lord Jesus! Amen 

Prayers of intercession   

(Here you may wish to offer prayer in your own words, or be prompted by the words here)  



We ask your blessing on all who seek to proclaim the Good news of your Kingdom….. for preachers of 
the Word and ministers of the Sacraments…………..we remember those who quietly transform their 
surroundings for the better and those who show others of your kingdom in their midst…………………. 

Lord we ask for the gift of discernment in those who influence the lives of others. Those who 
influence the shaping of our world through government, broadcasting and the press…….we ask your 
blessing, as school terms have come to an end on all who teach, who set themselves as an example 
for our young people, and after such  a turbulent, disturbed time recently, we pray for rest for them 
all, and your peace……………………………… 

We give thanks for the great riches you have given us through our homes and loved ones. May we 
always appreciate the care and attention that have ben shown to us…………………………..as we richly 
received so may we share, we think of homes with little, with hungry families, with no basic facilities 
and supplies, and as you have richly loved, so may we show love to them……………………… 

May we not lose sight of things eternal among all that happens in our lives. We ask for blessing upon 
all who find life dull, who are depressed or have lost hope, those who struggle  with illness or difficult 
circumstances, those who cannot cope on their own………………… 

We give thanks for the promise of your kingdom and life eternal, we rejoice in the fellowship of your 
saints and commend our loved ones departed,……………….. 

And finally, we commend this world, our families and ourselves to your unfailing love………… 

The Lord’s prayer 

Joining with Christians throughout the world, we pray:                                                                                               
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;                                                                                                                                          
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                          
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                               
as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                                                                                    
and lead us not into temptation;  but deliver us from evil.                                                                                              
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.                                                               
Amen.                                                               

The Grace                                                                                                                                                                                 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,                                                                                                                                     
the love of God,                                                                                                                                                                         
be with us all, evermore.                                                                                                                                           
Amen. 

This week’s readings; - 

Monday: Psalm 82 Matthew 13:31-35                                                                                                
Tuesday: Psalm 79:8 to end, Matthew  13: 36-43                                                                      
Wednesday: Psalm 59:1-4, 18 to end, Matthew 13:44-46                                                                                
Thursday: Psalm 146: 1-5, Matthew 13; 47-53                                                                                                                      
Friday: Psalm 69:4-10, Matthew 13:54 to end                                                                                                 
Saturday: Psalm 69: 14-20, Matthew 14:1-12 

 

 


