
If a household are praying together, one person may act as 
leader and the others as the congregation and they join in 
the words in bold type. If alone, read all the words aloud. You 
may want to light a candle before you begin, and have a 
Bible, cross or crucifix to look at. You might prepare for this 
act of worship by listening to some music, or by being still  
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Preparation  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.                                                                              
Amen.                                                                                                                                                                               
The Lord is here.                                                                                                                                                                      
His Spirit is with us.                                                                                                                                                                  

Blessed are you Lord our God,                                                                                                                                   
for in your Son you have come among us and shared in our humanity,                                                                         
that we may come to you and share in your divinity.                                                                                                        
You have given us a wonderful Saviour and revealed the depths of your love.                                                                                                                     
Blessed are you Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Silence is kept 

Lord, teach us to live in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.                                                                          
Let us not be intimidated by opposition or criticism.                                                                                                              
Keep us firm in the faith you have set before us;                                                                                        
through Christ who has triumphed and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit.                                                   
Amen 

Prayers of Penitence                                                                                                                                          
Today we give thanks to God for all that is good in our lives and take time to remember those things 
that we have done that are not so good.                                                                                                                            
As we pray, we reflect on the week that has passed and ask the Lord for his forgiveness and healing, 
for forgiveness that maybe we have not used our given gifts and talents as maybe we should have 
done for God’s praise and glory…………..                                                                                                                                                       
for forgiveness that we have not stepped out in faith to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ our 
Lord…………………………                                                                                                                                                           
And we have not listened or followed Lord your instruction, calling us to give our lives to your service 
………. 

Jesus says, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.” So let us turn away from sin and 
turn to the Lord, confessing our sins in penitence and faith 



Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin                                                                                                     
Lord have mercy.                                                                                                                                              
Lord, have mercy  

Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight.                                                                                                                                                           
Christ have mercy.                                                                                                                                             
Christ, have mercy 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me                                                            
Lord, have mercy.                                                                                                                                                           
Lord have mercy. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Words of forgiveness                                                                                                                                                
May the God of love and power                                                                                                                                       
forgive us and free us from our sins,                                                                                                                                                                         
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,                                                                                                                                           
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.   Amen.                                                                                                                  

The Collect                                                                                                                                                                         
God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit                                                                                               
upon your Church in the burning fire of your love:                                                                                                     
grant that your people may be fervent                                                                                                                                
in the fellowship of the gospel                                                                                                                                                   
that, always abiding in you,                                                                                                                                                           
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service;                                                                                                
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

The Word of the Lord                                                                                                                                                         

First reading – Jonah 3:10 4 to end 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. But this 
was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD and said, 
‘O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tar-
shish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O LORD, 
please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.’ And the LORD said, ‘Is 
it right for you to be angry?’ Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, 
and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would 
become of the city.                                                                                                                            
The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when 
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it with-
ered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the 
head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, ‘It is better for me 
to die than to live.’                                                                                                                                           
But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he said, ‘Yes, an-
gry enough to die.’ Then the LORD said, ‘You are concerned about the bush, for which you 
did not labour and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a 



night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are 
more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know their right hand from 
their left, and also many animals?’ 

This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                     
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel reading – Matthew 20:1-16    

For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he 
sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing 
idle in the market-place; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay 
you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him, 
“Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give 
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When those hired about 
five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, 
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily 
wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 
the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and 
go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” So the last 
will be first, and the first will be last.’                                                                                                     

This is the gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                   
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Affirmation of faith.                                                                                                                                                      
With our Christian brothers and sisters, let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. We say 
together 

Though he was divine,                                                                                                                                                           
he did not cling to equality with God,                                                                                                                                
but made himself nothing.                                                                                                                                            
Taking on the form of a slave,                                                                                                                                                     
he was born in human likeness.                                                                                                                                         
He humbled himself                                                                                                                                                               
and was obedient to death,                                                                                                                                           
even death of the cross.                                                                                                                                        
Therefore God has raised him on high,                                                                                                                      
and given him the name above every name:                                                                                                                  
that at the name of Jesus                                                                                                                                                 
every knee shall bow,                                                                                                                                                           
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,                                                                                                      
to the glory of God the Father.                                                                                                                                     
Amen. 

 



Prayers of intercession   

(Here you may wish to offer prayer in your own words, or be prompted by the words here)  

Lord God your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. We pray for Christians in areas where they are 
oppressed, for those who face cynicism at home or at work,  for all who are afraid to confess their 
faith. We remember those seeking the gospel in non-Christian areas………………… 

Bless all employers with a spirit of fairness and grace. We remember all who have to queue for work, 
all who depend on social security. We pray for those who are without work, for those on low 
incomes, for those who cannot get work through prejudice or protection rackets. Lord, may all who 
prosper be generous and willing to share with the needy. We pray for all relief 
organisations……………….. 

We give thanks for our own work, our homes, praying for all those who supply our needs. We 
remember families that go hungry, those who are in great debt, those who lose their 
homes……………….. 

We remember all those unable to work through disability, for the handicapped, for the chronically ill, 
those who cannot do paid work as they care for others, Lord God, we pray for those who are sick in 
body, mind or spirit, we pray for those who are ill or are in trouble……………… 

We give thanks for all who have been faithful labourers in your harvest, may we with them rejoice in 
the love and generosity of your eternal kingdom…………… 

And finally, we commend this world, our families and ourselves to your unfailing love………… 

The Lord’s prayer 

Joining with Christians throughout the world, we pray:                                                                                               
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;                                                                                                                                          
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                          
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                               
as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                                                                                    
and lead us not into temptation;  but deliver us from evil.                                                                                              
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.                                                               
Amen.                                                               

The Grace                                                                                                                                                                                 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,                                                                                                                                     
the love of God,                                                                                                                                                              
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit                                                                                                                                                                     
be with us all, evermore.                                                                                                                                           
Amen.  

This week’s readings; - 

Monday: Psalm 119:65-72, Matthew 9:9-13                                                                                              
Tuesday: Psalm 119:1-8, Luke 8:19-21                                                                                         
Wednesday: Psalm 119:105-112, Luke 9:1-6                                                                                                    
Thursday: Psalm 90:1-6, Luke 9:7-9                                                                                                                     
Friday: Psalm 144:1-4, Luke 9:18-22                                                                                             
Saturday: Psalm 90:1-2,12- end, Luke 9:43b-45 

 

 


