
If a household are praying together, one person may act as 
leader and the others as the congregation and they join in 
the words in bold type. If alone, read all the words aloud. You 
may want to light a candle before you begin, and have a 
Bible, cross or crucifix to look at. You might prepare for this 
act of worship by listening to some music, or by being still  
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Preparation  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.                                                                              
Amen.                                                                                                                                                                               
The Lord is here.                                                                                                                                                                      
His Spirit is with us.                                                                                                                                                                  

Faithful one, whose word is life:                                                                                                                        
come with saving power to free our praise,                                                                                                   
inspire our prayer                                                                                                                                                      
and shape our lives                                                                                                                                                        

Silence is kept 

Lord, as you came down to lift us up,                                                                                                            
help us to show compassion and sympathy to others.                                                                                                   
Give to your Church a sense of service and humility.                                                                                                          
May we be obedient to you,                                                                                                                                             
seeking to do your will at all times, Jesus Christ  our Lord. Amen                                                                                                                             

Prayers of Penitence                                                                                                                                          
Today we give thanks to God for all that is good in our lives and take time to remember those things 
that we have done that are not so good.                                                                                                                            
As we pray, we reflect on the week that has passed and ask the Lord for his forgiveness and healing, 
for forgiveness that maybe we have not used our given gifts and talents as maybe we should have 
done for God’s praise and glory…………..                                                                                                                                                       
for forgiveness that we have not stepped out in faith to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ our 
Lord…………………………                                                                                                                                                           
And we have not listened or followed Lord your instruction, calling us to give our lives to your service 
………. 

Jesus says, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.” So let us turn away from sin and 
turn to the Lord, confessing our sins in penitence and faith 



Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin                                                                                                     
Lord have mercy.                                                                                                                                              
Lord, have mercy  

Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight.                                                                                                                                                           
Christ have mercy.                                                                                                                                             
Christ, have mercy 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me                                                            
Lord, have mercy.                                                                                                                                                           
Lord have mercy. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Words of forgiveness                                                                                                                                                
May the God of love and power                                                                                                                                       
forgive us and free us from our sins,                                                                                                                                                                         
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,                                                                                                                                           
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.   Amen.                                                                                                                  

The Collect                                                                                        

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers                                                                                                                   
of your people who call upon you; and grant that they may both perceive and know                                                    
what things they ought to do,                                                                                                                                                  
and also may have the grace and power faithfully to fulfil them;                                                                                      
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen     

                                                                                                                                                                                         
The Word of the Lord                                                                                                                                                         

First reading Ezekiel 18: 1-4, 25 to end 

The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning 
the land of Israel, ‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge’? As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know 
that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only 
the person who sins that shall die. 

 Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is 
it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their righteousness 
and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they 
shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and 
do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they considered and turned 
away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall 
not die. Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ O house of Israel, are my 
ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 
Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 
Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel?  For I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 

 



This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                     
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel reading – Matthew 21:23-32 

When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 
he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 
this authority?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the an-
swer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John 
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And they argued with one another, ‘If we 
say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?” But if we say, 
“Of human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’ So they an-
swered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what au-
thority I am doing these things. 

‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in 
the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind and went. The 
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not 
go. Which of the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, 
‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God 
ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe 
him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you 
did not change your minds and believe him. 

                                                                                                       

This is the gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                   
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Affirmation of faith.                                                                                                                                                      
With our Christian brothers and sisters, let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. We say 
together 

Though he was divine,                                                                                                                                                           
he did not cling to equality with God,                                                                                                                                
but made himself nothing.                                                                                                                                            
Taking on the form of a slave,                                                                                                                                                     
he was born in human likeness.                                                                                                                                         
He humbled himself                                                                                                                                                               
and was obedient to death,                                                                                                                                           
even death of the cross.                                                                                                                                        
Therefore God has raised him on high,                                                                                                                      
and given him the name above every name:                                                                                                                  
that at the name of Jesus                                                                                                                                                 
every knee shall bow,                                                                                                                                                           
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,                                                                                                      
to the glory of God the Father.                                                                                                                                     
Amen. 

Prayers of intercession   

(Here you may wish to offer prayer in your own words, or be prompted by the words here)  

Lord God, as you have called us to know you, you have called us to love you. Lord, sustain us with 
your love and make us worthy of our calling. We pray for the Church as it works in poor and difficult 



areas, for its work among outcast and rejected peoples…………………….                                                                   
We pray for the kingdoms of the world, that they may become the kingdom of our God, praying for 
leaders of people and rulers that may govern with humility and not with selfish ambition or conceit, 
that they may seek truly to serve and to meet the needs of the people. We pray for those who ae 
exploited, who suffer slavery, all who yearn for freedom and justice…………………………………..                                      
We give thanks for all who have given themselves for us in love, for the sacrifice of parents and 
friends. We ask that we may be generous towards all, as we have richly received, may we richly give. 
Teach us to be accepting and hospitable………………………………..                                                                                  
Lord, bless all who find life difficult at this time, praying for those who have hard decisions to make 
this week, remembering those who are having a hard time at work or at home, all who are suffering 
humiliation and degradation. We pray for those brought low by sickness…………………………………                             
We give thanks for all who have revealed the working of God in their lives and are now in glory. We 
give thanks for saints and martyrs, for all who have enriched this world by their willingness to 
sacrifice………………..                                                                                                                                                                 
And finally, we commend this world, our families and ourselves to your unfailing love………… 

The Lord’s prayer 

Joining with Christians throughout the world, we pray:                                                                                               
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;                                                                                                                                          
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                          
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                               
as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                                                                                    
and lead us not into temptation;  but deliver us from evil.                                                                                              
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.                                                               
Amen.                                                               

The Grace                                                                                                                                                                                 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,                                                                                                                                     
the love of God,                                                                                                                                                                
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit                                                                                                                                                                        
be with us all, evermore.                                                                                                                                           
Amen.  

This week’s readings; - 

Monday: Psalm 17:1-11, Luke 9:46-50                                                                                              
Tuesday: Psalm 103:19-end, John 1:47-end                                                                                         
Wednesday: Psalm 9:1-12,14-16, Luke 9:57-end                                                                                                    
Thursday: Psalm 27:13-16, Luke 10:1-12                                                                                                                    
Friday: Psalm 139:6-11, Luke 10:13-16                                                                                             
Saturday: Psalm 1119:169-end, Luke 10:17-24 

 

 


