
If a household are praying together, one person may act as 
leader and the others as the congregation and they join in 
the words in bold type. If alone, read all the words aloud. You 
may want to light a candle before you begin, and have a 
Bible, cross or crucifix to look at. You might prepare for this 
act of worship by listening to some music, or by being still  
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Preparation  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.                                                                              
Amen.      

Come, Lord, come down, come in, come among us.                                                                                              
Enter into our darkness with your light.                                                                                                                       
Come fill our emptiness with your presence.                                                                                                                    
Dispel the clouds and reveal your glory.                                                                                                                    
Come refresh us, renew, restore us.                                                                                                                                
Come Lord, come down, come in, come among us.  

Silence is kept                                                                                                                                                           

You are the King of Glory, O Christ,                                                                                                                       
You are the everlasting Son of the Father.                                                                                                              
May your kingdom come on earth,                                                                                                                                  
as it is in heaven,                                                                                                                                                                                 
Christ our Lord.                                                                                                                                                            

Amen 

Prayers of Penitence                                                                                                                                                 
Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. In his light let us examine 
ourselves and confess our sins.                                                                                                                           

Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness to stand in your presence as your children.                      
We have sinned: forgive and heal us                                                                                                                           
The Virgin Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus.                                                           
Forgive our disobedience to your will.                                                                                                       
We have sinned: forgive and heal us                                                                                                                         
Your Son our Saviour was born in poverty in a manger.                                                                                                      
Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.                                                                                                              
We have sinned: forgive and heal us                                                                                                                              
The shepherds left their flocks to go to Bethlehem. Forgive our self-interest and lack of 
vision.                                                                                                                                                       
We have sinned: forgive and heal us   



The wise men followed the star to find Jesus the King. Forgive our reluctance to seek you.  
We have sinned: forgive and heal us   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Words of forgiveness                                                                                                                                                 
May the God of healing and forgiveness 
Draw us to himself, and cleanse us from all our sins                                                                                                  
that we may behold the glory of his Son,                           
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
The Collect                                                                                                                                                                                

Almighty God,                                                                                                                                           
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness                                                                                     
and to put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life,                                               
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;                                                              
that on the last day, when he shall come again                                                                                     
in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;  
through him who is alive and  reigns with you,                                                                                           
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Word of the Lord                                                                                                                                                         

First reading – Isaiah 64:1-9                                                                                                                          
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
   so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
as when fire kindles brushwood 
   and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
   so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
   you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, 
   no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
   who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, 
   those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
   because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean, 
   and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
   and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
There is no one who calls on your name, 
   or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
   and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.  
Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
   we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
   we are all the work of your hand. 



Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
   and do not remember iniquity for ever. 
   Now consider, we are all your people. 

This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                  
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel reading Mark 13:24 – 37                                                                                                                    
‘But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give 
its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken. 
Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he 
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven.                                                                                                                  
‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away. ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will 
come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, 
keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, 
or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 

This is the gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                   
Praise to you, O Christ.   

Affirmation of faith.                                                                                                                                                      
With our Christian brothers and sisters, let us declare our faith in God.                                                                   

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and earth is named.                                        
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith and fills us with his love.                                    
We believe in the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from in high.                                               
We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 

Prayers of intercession   

(Here you may wish to offer prayer in your own words, or be prompted by the words here)  

Come Lord, be known in your Church, for without you we have no message or power, fill us 
with your presence that we may proclaim your peace. Make us aware and alert to your 
coming that we may reveal your glory in all the world. We pray for those who walk in 
darkness, that they may see your light, we remember those whose lives are clouded with 
troubles and pray the may behold your glory……………………….. Come Lord bring peace to your 
world, disperse the clouds of war and violence, of calamity and disaster, let your power and glory be 
revealed to the nations, we pray for all who work in the dark hours of the night, keeping watch and 
waiting while we sleep, we pray for the police, hospital and ambulance workers, fire fighters and our 
armed services……………………Come Lord be known in our homes, that our homes may reflect your 
love, come in our work places, that we may rejoice in each other’s presence and be fully aware of 
others and sensitive to their needs………………Come Lord to all who are unable to cope, who are 



weighed down with troubles, we pray for those who are ill and for those who care for them, those 
whose lives are clouded with despair…..Come Lord of our salvation, save us, and we shall be saved, 
we pray from friends and loved ones departed, may they rejoice in the fullness and  presence of your 
glory……………….. 

The Lord’s prayer 

Joining with Christians throughout the world, we pray:                                                                                               
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;                                                                                                                                          
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                          
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                               
as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                                                                                    
and lead us not into temptation;  but deliver us from evil.                                                                                              
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.                                                               
Amen.                                                               

The Grace                                                                                                                                                                                 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,                                                                                                                                 
the love of God,                                                                                                                           
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit                                                                                                                               
be with us all, evermore.   Amen.  

 

This week’s readings; -                                                                                                                          
Monday: Psalm 19:1-6 , Matt 4:18-22                                                                                                       
Tuesday: Psalm 72;1-4,18-19, Luke 10: 21-24                                                                                                         
Wednesday: Psalm 23, Matt 15:29-37                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Thursday: Psalm 118:18-27a, Matt7:21,24-27                                                                                  
Friday: Psalm 27:1-4,16-17, Matt 9:27-31                                                                                               
Saturday: Psalm 146:4-9, Matt 9:35-10:1, 6-8                                                                                  

 

                                                


