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My Dear Friends, 
  
A big hello to you all, I hope you are all well and managing to stay safe? 
 
Nearly the end of November already and Advent just around the corner, I can hardly believe 
it. It’s not been the easiest of times recently has it? Another shut down, more restrictions 
and loads of uncertainty about what will happen with regard to Christmas…will we still be 
locked down? will we be able to see loved ones? will church be open again?…so many 
questions, what do we plan for? What will Christmas look like this year? Much speculation: 
and then that wonderful news that we could, just might, have a vaccine that might just stop 
the spread of the virus, and that it could even be ready for next month? All still a bit 
uncertain as yet, we will, no doubt, in due time get to know what will happen, and things 
will pan out as they are meant to do. There is one thing that is so certain though, whilst the 
secular Christmas might be in jeopardy, the coming of the Christ child will not and never will 
be. 
 
During Advent, a time of reflection, preparation and anticipation, I have planned to share 
with you, on the daily e mails, “A Child shall lead them”, a collection of readings and 
reflections from clergy from in and  around our Diocese. The readings and reflections are 
lovely and will give much material for reflection and prayer. If you would like you join us on 
the daily e mail to be able to receive this please just let me know your e mail address and I 
can include you, ring on 01772 727208, 07957334562 or e mail revrie52@outlook.com. I 
have a very limited number of hard copies if you would like one, it’s first come first served 
I’m afraid. 
 
As well as the service sheets this week I have enclosed a hand-crocheted star with a 
message attached for you to use as you would like. I had to crochet loads of them and had  
intended for us all to flood the  community with them, sending out a message of love to all 
during this Advent time. I will still keep crocheting and leaving these stars around when I am 
out walking and there will be some left in church, hoping that people will pick them up and 
take them home and think about the message on the tab, and maybe you could help? I 
know that social interaction is very limited, but do you see someone in your bubble that you 
could give the star to if you don’t want to keep it yourself? Could you stick it through 
someone’s letterbox? If you do that and still want one for yourself, let me know and I can 
ensure a replacement is shooting it’s way over to you…get it? shooting…shooting star? Oh, I 
am wasted I tell you, just wasted! I just hope that someone may read the message and it 
gives them some hope , joy and comfort, maybe even lead to questions about Jesus or why 
we might be surprised by God’s joy….now what a glorious conversation that would be! It 
might just get people asking where it came from……another chance to say where it did come 
from, and no the answer is  not just from that daft priest – it’s from St Margaret’s church 
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with our love. If you just want to keep it, stick it on your window where people can see it, 
put it on the fridge, on it not in it, whatever, it is sent with love, to bring joy to you or to 
whoever you choose to give it to at this wonderful time of advent. 
 
It’s time for big thank yoooos. To all those people who have contributed to our parish 
following Bishop Julian’s call to Pray and to Give,  a huge ask I know in these difficult times 
and so close to Christmas, but to those of you who have donated, thank you. There is still 
time to give if you would like to, this Sunday 29th November is the “collecting day”, if you 
have a donation and are stuck getting it to church let me know and we can get someone 
round to collect it, or if you have lost your envelope or pledge card, again let me know and I 
can get another out to you post haste! Thank you, it all helps. 
 
By the time you read this notices will have gone up in church informing everyone of a little 
upcoming event that will be happening in St Margaret’s church on December 20th, I am to 
be instituted as vicar of this parish by the Bishop of Burnley. So I’m afraid it looks like you 
are stuck with me, that is as long as it all goes ahead and Covid doesn’t kybosh it all! 
 
I twitter on, as ever, but it’s so nice to share all the news with you, keeping you all in the 
loop and getting you joining in with things. Think about your star and what you can do with 
it, is there someone who would appreciate it, do you need another? I know our focus is 
going to be what is happening at Christmas and trying to plan for that as much as we are 
able to do so. A busy time, and especially challenging this year with all the restrictions. We 
are all in some uncertainty as to where we will be or what we are able to do. My prayer for 
church is that we will be open for services, and we can have Midnight Mass on Christmas 
Eve and there will certainly be a service on Christmas morning if it is allowed, if not a 
service, I am sure we will be open for prayer.  And all that brings it’s own problems, none 
the least of which is are we allowed a Christmas tree and where will I put it….answers on a 
postcard please……when we know what is allowed that is! If you are busy planning 
Christmas and you need something picking up or dropping off, locally, please get in touch, I 
am sure we can help out. If you need anything ring or e-mail and let me know, the main 
thing is we all keep safe and well and care for each other in these crazy times, times of 
questions and hopes as to what will happen next in our Covid journey. Times that mirror 
those advent journeys over 2,000 years ago of an expectant mother, a questioning father, of 
shepherds and kings, times of questions and hope then, just as now. God journeyed with 
those who dared to hope and question, He will journey with you now as you question and 
hope about our future, a future that, despite all the uncertainties we face, should still leave 
us sure of the certainties of God’s promise fulfilled in Jesus, the Messiah, and lead us to 
know that we are those hope filled people who can bring a bit of light and hope to others in 
this hurting world.  
 
Look after yourselves, stay safe. 
 
 
With my love and every blessing 
 
 
Rev Rie 



  -x- 


