
If a household are praying together, one person may act as 
leader and the others as the congregation and they join in 
the words in bold type. If alone, read all the words aloud. You 
may want to light a candle before you begin, and have a 
Bible, cross or crucifix to look at. You might prepare for this 
act of worship by listening to some music, or by being still  
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Preparation. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.                                                         
Amen. 

 

To you, O Lord, be praise and glory,                                                                                                              
for the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over death and hell;                                                                               
in him  we are more than conquerors,                                                                                                                  
for he has called us into eternal life.                                                                                                                
Lord, make us worthy of our calling                                                                                                                            
that we may serve you in love and peace;                                                                                                           
through Jesus Christ our Lord,                                                                                                                                
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  

 

Silence is kept 

Most holy Lord,                                                                                                                                                              
You were tempted, as we are;                                                                                                                             
Be our strength in times of weakness.                                                                                                         
When we fall lift us up, when we are in error direct us,                                                                            
in all our wanderings, be our guide;                                                                                                                  
that we may follow you in all we do. Amen. 

Prayers of Penitence                                                                                                                                                  

The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;                                                                                                        
a broken and contrite heart God will nor despise.                                                                                            
Our sins accuse us.                                                                                                                                  
We confess them to God. 



Father, we have sinned against heaven and against you.                                                                             
We are not worthy to be called your children.                                                                                                    
We turn to you again.                                                                                                                                            
Have mercy upon us,                                                                                                                                            
bring us back to yourself                                                                                                                                            
as those who once were dead                                                                                                                               
but now have life through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Words of forgiveness                                                                                                                                                

May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins,                                                                                                         
and  restore us in his image                                                                                                                                                                    
to the praise and glory of his name,                                                                                                                              
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.                                                      

The Collect 

Almighty God,                                                                                                                                                               
You show to those who are in error the light of your truth,                                                                             
that they may return to the way of righteousness:                                                                                        
grant to all those who are admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s religion,                                               
that they may reject those things                                                                                                                     
that are contrary to their profession,                                                                                                                    
and follow such things as are agreeable to the same;                                                                                            
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.                                                                                                                                                

 

The Word of the Lord                                                                                                                                                         
First reading – Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I am 
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me 
and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.’ Then Abram fell on his face; and God 
said to him, ‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multi-
tude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I 
have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; 
and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant 
between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an ev-
erlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.                                              
God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be 
her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 
shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’  

This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                  
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel reading Mark 8:31- 38 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be re-
jected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 



him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Sa-
tan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’                                         
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my follow-
ers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 
gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’ 

This is the gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                   
Praise to you, O Christ.  

  

Affirmation of faith.      

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.   

Though he was divine, he did not cling to equality with God,                                                                  
but made himself nothing.                                                                                                                               
Taking the form of a slave,                                                                                                                                      
he was born in human likeness.                                                                                                                                  
He humbled himself,                                                                                                                                                         
and was obedient to death,                                                                                                                                  
even the death of the cross.                                                                                                                            
Therefore God has raised him on high,                                                                                                                 
and given him the name above every name:                                                                                                        
and at the name of Jesus                                                                                                                                     
every knee shall bow,                                                                                                                                            
and every voice proclaim that Jesus is Lord,                                                                                                           
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.                                                                                                                                                

Prayers of intercession   

(Here you may wish to offer prayer in your own words, or be prompted by the words here)  

O God we come to you with joy as we are the inheritors of the kingdom, we share with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in tour promises, we rejoice in your love and your salvation. As we 
have received from you, may we bring light and hope to others, we pray for those wavering 
in faith, for lapsed Christians and for those who have never known you. We pray for the joy 
and mission of your Church………………..you are the hope of all the world. We pray for better 
relationships between nations, for a greater sense of belonging to one great family, we pray 
for programmes of peace and for those organisations striving to bring this about and for 
deepening of goodwill among those once at war………………..Lord, we thank you for all who 
have shown your love, we pray for all who love us and all whom we love, those recently 
engaged or married, those struggling with their relationships…………………..we come before 
you with all who are suffering, all who are sick, all who are refugees, the homeless, the 
dispossessed and the distraught. We pray for all those who are still ill in this desperate time 
and all their loved ones in their anxiety……………..we give thanks for all who have been 
faithful to you. We pray for loved ones departed who now rejoice in your love and peace in 



its fulness……………………and lastly Lord we commend to you the world, our family and loved 
ones and ourselves. 

The Lord’s prayer 

As our Father taught us so we pray, 

Our Father in heaven,                                                                                                                                
hallowed be your name,                                                                                                                                 
your kingdom come,                                                                                                                                          
your will be done,                                                                                                                                                 
on earth as in heaven.                                                                                                                                      
Give us today our daily bread.                                                                                                                       
Forgive us our sins                                                                                                                                                      
as we forgive those who sin against us.                                                                                                       
Lead us not into temptation                                                                                                                               
but deliver us from evil.                                                                                                                                               
For the kingdom, the power,                                                                                                                                    
and the glory are yours                                                                                                                                         
now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Grace. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,                                                                                                                                
the love of God,                                                                                                                                                          
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit                                                                                                                        
be with us all, evermore. Amen. 

 

This week’s readings; -                                                                                                                          
Monday: Psalm 79:8-9, 12,14, Luke 6:36-38                                                                               
Tuesday: Psalm 50:8,16-end, Matt 23: 1-12                                                                                               
Wednesday: Psalm 31:4-5,14-18, Matt 20:17-28                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Thursday: Psalm 1, Luke 16:19- end                                                                                                  
Friday: Psalm 105:16-22 Matt 21:33-43,45-46                                                                                                      
Saturday: Psalm 103: 1-4,9-12, Luke 15:1-3, 11- end 

                                                                                  

 

 


