
If a household are praying together, one person may act as 
leader and the others as the congregation and they join in 
the words in bold type. If alone, read all the words aloud. You 
may want to light a candle before you begin, and have a 
Bible, cross or crucifix to look at. You might prepare for this 
act of worship by listening to some music, or by being still  
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Preparation., 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.                                                         
Amen. 

 

Christ our risen Lord, no tomb can keep you,                                                                                                    
no door is closed to you, no heart is barred to you,                                                                                            
no mind is shut off from you.                                                                                                                            
Come lead us out of darkness into light, out of doubt into faith,                                                                      
out of death into life eternal: 

Silence is kept 

Lord Jesus Christ,                                                                                                                                           
You were lifted upon the cross for us and for our salvation;                                                                  
Help us to triumph over evil and do good                                                                                                         
To give ourselves to you as you give yourself for us,                                                                                            
And to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

Prayers of Penitence  

Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us therefore rejoice by putting away 
all malice and evil and confessing our sins with a sincere heart.   

Father, we have sinned against heaven and against you.                                                                             
We are not worthy to be called your children.                                                                                                    
We turn to you again.                                                                                                                                            
Have mercy upon us,                                                                                                                                            
bring us back to yourself                                                                                                                                            
as those who once were dead                                                                                                                               
but now have life through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Words of forgiveness                                                                                                                                                
May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins,                                                                                                         
and  restore us in his image                                                                                                                                                                    
to the praise and glory of his name, Amen.                                                                                                                              

The Collect   

Almighty Father,                                                                                                                                               
you have given your only Son to die for our sins                                                                                                      
and to rise again for our justification:                                                                                                                     
grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness                                                                            
that we may always serve you                                                                                                                              
in pureness of living and truth:                                                                                                               
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

                                                                                                                                                           

The Word of the Lord                                                                                                                                                         
First reading – Acts 4: 32-35 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in com-
mon. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Je-
sus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as 
many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They 
laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                  
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel reading John 20:19 – 30                                                                                                              
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’                                                                   
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless 
I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 
hand in his side, I will not believe.’                                                                                                                            
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he 
said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 
my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.’                                                                                                                   
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 



This is the gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                   
Praise to you, O Christ.  

Affirmation of faith.                                                                                                                                           
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.                                                                           
Though he was divine, he did not cling to equality with God,                                                                  
but made himself nothing.                                                                                                                               
Taking the form of a slave,  he was born in human likeness,                                                                                                                                  
He humbled himself, and was obedient to death,                                                                                                                                                        
even the death of the cross.                                                                                                                            
Therefore God has raised him on high, and given him the name above every name:                                                                                                              
and at the name of Jesus  every knee shall bow,                                                                                                                                  
and every voice proclaim that Jesus is Lord,                                                                                                           
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.                                                                                                                                                

Prayers of intercession                                                                                                                             
(Here you may wish to offer prayer in your own words, or be prompted by the words here) 

We pray for all who witness to your resurrection, for those who speak of your presence, for 
preachers of the word and ministers of the sacraments; for those who reveal your presence 
by the way they live, for all who simply that others may live, we pray for all who are in doubt 
and for all who are seeking you. We pray for the unity in the church and in the 
world……………..we come today with the oppressed peoples, with all who have lost their 
freedom, all who have lost hope. We pray for all who have been taken hostage, all who have 
been imprisoned by their beliefs; that in the darkness they may find love………………we pray 
for any fellowship to which we belong, for communities and clubs, for welfare organisations, 
for social groups, for those with whom we share worship. We give thanks for your appearing 
in the Upper Room, and pray for our homes and loved ones…………….. we remember all who 
are despairing, those who doubt their abilities. We pray for all who lack confidence, those 
who are afraid to trust themselves others. We remember all who are lonely, all who are 
fearful. We pray for those in sickness, looking to you in hope, O risen Christ………we pray for 
all who hunger for food, for shelter, for love, for spiritual refreshment; for the many who feel  
rejected or lonely: for the ill who have no one to care for them, for all finding hard to cope on 
their own. We bring to you friends and loved ones who are ill……..for the long day when we 
shall see Christ as he is in his glory. We pray that we may triumph over darkness and death 
and share with the faithful in the light of your kingdom………………….. 

The Lord’s prayer 

As our Father taught us so we pray,                                                                                                                   
Our Father in heaven,                                                                                                                                
hallowed be your name,                                                                                                                                 
your kingdom come,                                                                                                                                          
your will be done,                                                                                                                                                 
on earth as in heaven.                                                                                                                                                      
Give us today our daily bread.                                                                                                                       
Forgive us our sins                                                                                                                                                      
as we forgive those who sin against us.                                                                                                       
Lead us not into temptation                                                                                                                               
but deliver us from evil.                                                                                                                                               



For the kingdom, the power,                                                                                                                                    
and the glory are yours                                                                                                                                         
now and for ever. Amen. 

The Grace.                                                                                                                                                        
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,                                                                                                                                
the love of God,                                                                                                                                                          
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit                                                                                                                        
be with us all, evermore. Amen. 

 

This week’s readings; -                                                                                                                          
Monday: Psalm 2: 1-9, John 3:1-8                                                                                                       
Tuesday: Psalm 93, John 3:7-15:                                                                                                
Wednesday: Psalm 34:1-8, John 3: 16-21                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Thursday: Psalm 343:1,15- end, John 3: 31- end                                                                                                  
Friday: Psalm 27:1-5, 16-17, John 6:1-15                                                                                                     
Saturday: 33: 1-5, 18-19,, John 6: 16-21 

 

 

 


