
If a household are praying together, one person may act as 
leader and the others as the congregation and they join in 
the words in bold type. If alone, read all the; words aloud. 
You may want to light a candle before you begin, and have a 
Bible, cross or crucifix to look at. You might prepare for this 
act of worship by listening to some music, or by being still  
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Preparation., 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.                                                         
Amen. 

Lord God, Almighty, rule in our hearts:                                                                                                   
direct our decisions, guide our actions,                                                                                                                  
let your kingdom grow in us,                                                                                                                       
that we may live and work to your praise and glory; 

Silence is kept 

God of light and power and glory,                                                                                                            
we rejoice in your light,                                                                                                                                        
we live by your power and we look for your glory.                                                                                                                                            
Open our eyes to behold your presence,                                                                                                           
that we may give ourselves to you. 

Prayers of Penitence  

The gospel calls us to turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ. As we offer ourselves to 
him in penitence and faith, we renew our confidence and trust in his mercy. 

God of mercy,                                                                                                                                                    
We acknowledge that we are all sinners.                                                                                                          
We turn from the wrong that we have thought and said and done,                                                               
and are mindful of all we have failed to do.                                                                                                  
For the sake of Jesus, who died for us,                                                                                                     
forgive us all that is past,                                                                                                                                   
and help us to live each day in the light of Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 



Words of forgiveness                                                                                                                                         
May God forgive us our sins and bring us to the eternal joy of his kingdom,                                        
where dust and ashes have no dominion. Amen.                                                                                                                              

The Collect                                                                                                                                                           

Lord, you have taught us                                                                                                                                    

that all our doings without love are nothing worth:                                                                                            

send your Holy Spirit                                                                                                                                            

and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love,                                                                                

the true bond of peace and all virtues,                                                                                                         

without which whoever lives is counted dead before you.                                                                             

Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 

The Word of the Lord- The first reading – Ezekiel 17:22-end                                                                                                                                                       
Thus says the Lord GOD: 
I myself will take a sprig 
   from the lofty top of a cedar; 
   I will set it out. 
I will break off a tender one 
   from the topmost of its young twigs; 
I myself will plant it 
   on a high and lofty mountain. 
On the mountain height of Israel 
   I will plant it, 
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
   and become a noble cedar. 
Under it every kind of bird will live; 
   in the shade of its branches will nest 
   winged creatures of every kind. 
 All the trees of the field shall know 
   that I am the LORD. 
I bring low the high tree, 
   I make high the low tree; 
I dry up the green tree 
   and make the dry tree flourish. 
I the LORD have spoken; 
   I will accomplish it. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel reading- Mark 4:26-34                                                                                                                           
He also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 
how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the 
head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 
come.’                                 



 He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use 
for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and 
puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’                                                   
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did 
not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

This is the gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                   
Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Affirmation of faith.                                                                                                                                           
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.  

Though he was divine,                                                                                                                                       
he did not cling to equality with God,                                                                                                            
but made himself nothing.                                                                                                                           
Taking the form of a slave,                                                                                                                                  
he was born in human likeness.                                                                                                                       
He humbled himself                                                                                                                                           
and was obedient to death, even death of the cross.                                                                       
Therefore God has raised him on high,                                                                                                                  
and given him the name above every name:                                                                                                  
that at the name of Jesus                                                                                                                                 
every knee shall bow,                                                                                                                                       
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,                                                                                                 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.                                                                    

Prayers of intercession                                                                                                                             
(Here you may wish to offer prayer in your own words, or be prompted by the words here) 

Lord, as we rejoice in the gospel, we pray for all who spread the Good News, for evangelists 
and preachers, for Sunday school teachers, for all the laity in the sharing of the faith. We 
pray for all who produce Bibles, and for those who help us to understand your holy Word so 
that you Church may grow in outreach and in number…………………we give thanks for the 
written and spoken word, we pray for publishers and broadcasters, for politicians and 
leaders of nations. We pray for those who through meetings influence our lives, for all who 
make decisions about our world and our future…………………we remember with affection all 
who have helped us to grow, physically, mentally or spiritually. We pray for teachers who 
have taught us, for churches that have enriched us, for loved ones who have sustained us. 
We pray for all whose growth is stunted in any way, for all who lack love and attention, for 
all who suffer from neglect or abuse……………………… loving Father, sustain all whom the 
world has hurt, those whose lives are denied natural growth, who suffer from poverty, 
oppression or circumstance. We remember all who are frustrated by weakness, sickness or 
other disability………………………..blessed are you Lord God, for you give us the victory. We give 
you thanks for all who are in sorrow and pain no more; that all who have triumphed over 
death and the grave are in life eternal……………….and lastly Lord we commit to you ourselves, 
our families and our loved ones……. 



The Lord’s prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven,                                                                                                                            
Hallowed be your name,                                                                                                                             
Your kingdom come,                                                                                                                                       
Your will be done,                                                                                                                                                 
On earth as in heaven.                                                                                                                              
Give us today our daily bread.                                                                                                                         
Forgive us our sins                                                                                                                                               
As we forgive those who sin against us.                                                                                                     
Lead us not into temptation                                                                                                                           
But deliver us from evil.                                                                                                                                       
For the kingdom, the power,                                                                                                                               
And the glory are yours                                                                                                                                 
Now and for ever.                                                                                                                                             
Amen. 

The Grace.                                                                                                                                                        
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,                                                                                                                                
the love of God,                                                                                                                                                          
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit                                                                                                                        
be with us all, evermore. Amen. 

 

 

This week’s readings; -                                                                                                                          
Monday: Psalm 98, Matthew 5:38-42                                                                                                
Tuesday: Psalm 146, Matthew 5:43-end                                                                                      
Wednesday: Psalm 112 Matthew 6:1-6,16-18                                                                                    
Thursday: Psalm 111, Matthew 6:7-15                                                                                       
Friday: Psalm 34:1-6, Matthew 6:19-23                                                                                            
Saturday:  Psalm 89:20-33, Matthew 6:24-end 

 



 

 


