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Preparation  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.                                                                        
Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                      
The Lord is here                                                                                                                                                                   
His Spirit is with us. 

Blessed are you, Lord our God,                                                                                                                                            
To you be praise and glory forever.                                                                                                                                 
As your Spirit moved over the face of the deep, bringing life to the world,                                                                                                                      
and as the same Spirit filled the disciples at Pentecost,                                                                                                
come to us, refresh us and renew us,                                                                                                                           
Blessed are you Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Holy Spirit of God, moving in the deep of creation,                                                                                                               
come into the depths of our lives,  guide us and empower us.                                                                                                                                    
We ask your blessing on the Church,                                                                                                                                                           
that it may have the courage to proclaim Good News and tell of your power.                                                              
May the Church be seen as Spirit filled through it’s display of the gifts of the Spirit.                                                                       
Guide us, that each of us may use our gifts and talents to your glory and the benefit of each other. 

Most powerful Holy Spirit,                                                                                                                                         
Come down upon us  and subdue us.                                                                                                                                                                           
From heaven, where the ordinary is made glorious,                                                                                                                                                                            
and glory seems but ordinary, bathe us with the brilliance of your light, like dew.                                                                                                                                                                                 
Amen. 

 

 

If a household are praying together, one person may act 
as leader and the others as the congregation and they join 
in the words in bold type. If alone, read all the words 
aloud. You may want to light a candle before you begin, 
and have a Bible, cross or crucifix to look at. You might 
prepare for this act of worship by listening to some music, 
or by being still  

 



Prayers of Penitence                                                                                                                                           

Today we give thanks to God for all that is good in our lives and take time to remember those things 
that we have done that are not so good.                                                                                                                            
As we pray, we reflect on the week that has passed and ask the Lord for his forgiveness and healing, 
for forgiveness that maybe we have not used our given gifts and talents as maybe we should have 
done for God’s praise and glory                                                                                                                                                       
for forgiveness for doubting that, although unseen, God’s presence is forever with us and that we 
should know that presence in our lives, in our prayer and in our service of you Lord.   

Holy God, I have dedicated my soul and life to you, yet I lament before you that I am still so inclined 
to sin, and so reluctant to obey. 

Merciful God, forgive me yet again.                                                                                                                                                   
Hear this sad account of my failings and in your great mercy blot it out from your memory.                                                                                                                                                         
Give me faith to hold on to your perfect holiness and to rejoice in the righteousness of Christ my 
Saviour.                                                                                                                                                                               
Grant that resting on his goodness, and not on my own, I may become more like him, so that my will 
may be united with his, in obedience to yours. 

O God, create a clean heart within me,                                                                                                                           
so that it may become your chosen shelter                                                                                                                           
and the resting place of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Words of forgiveness                                                                                                                                                 

May the God of love and power                                                                                                                                       
forgive us and free us from our sins,                                                                                                                                                                          
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,                                                                                                                                         
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.                                                                                                                     
Amen. 

The Collect 

God, who at this time                                                                                                                                                                        
taught the hearts of your faithful people                                                                                                                    
by sending to them light of your  Holy Spirit:                                                                                                         
grant us by the same Spirit                                                                                                                                                    
to have the right judgement in all things                                                                                                                                
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort;                                                                                                             
through the merits of Jesus Christ our saviour,                                                                                                              
who is alive and reigns with you,                                                                                                                                                        
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,                                                                                                                                            
one God, now and for ever.                                                                                                                                           
Amen. 

The Word of the Lord 

First reading - Acts 2:1-21                                                                                                                                 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.                                                                     
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at 



this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking 
in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who 
are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we 
hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 
one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new 
wine.’                                                                                                                                                                   
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and 
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel:  
“In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,  
and your young men shall see visions, 
   and your old men shall dream dreams.  
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
     and they shall prophesy.  
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
   and signs on the earth below, 
     blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
   and the moon to blood, 
     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  

This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                      
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel reading – John 20:19-23                                                                                                                                                                  
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’  

This is the gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                   
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 



Affirmation of faith.                                                                                                                                                      
With our Christian brothers and sisters, we affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.  

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the one for whom we 
exist? We believe and trust in him. 
 Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? We believe and trust in him. 
 Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God  
and makes Christ known in the world? We believe and trust in him. 
 This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of intercession   

(Here you may wish to offer prayer in your own words, or be prompted by the words here)  

We pray that the Holy Spirit of God looks upon our troubled world at this time of anxiety and fear, 
and brings healing and deliverance,                                                                                                                           
We pray that the Holy Spirit of God may come to those who feel lonely and neglected in our world, to 
all who feel ill, hindered or isolated,                                                                                                                   
We pray that the Holy Spirit of God may continue to strengthen our love for each other, to bless our 
homes and come to those who are homeless, oppressed, suffering from broken relationships or feel 
threatened,                                                                                                                                                                          
We pray for ourselves, that the Holy Spirit of God may make a right heart within us to receive the 
Holy Spirit as his chosen resting place and shelter,   

The Lord’s prayer 

Joining with Christians throughout the world, we pray:                                                                                          
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;                                                                                                                                          
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                          
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                
as we forgive those who trespa1-4,10,14,16ss against us;                                                                                                                    
and lead us not into temptation;  but deliver us from evil.                                                                                              
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.   Amen.                                                               

The Grace                                                                                                                                                                                 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,                                                                                                                                     
the love of God,                                                                                                                                                                         
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,                                                                                                                             
be with us all, evermore. Amen. 

Readings for this week: - 

Monday – Psalm 113, Luke 1:39-49,50-56                                                                                                
Tuesday – Psalm 90: 10,14,16 Mark 12: 13-17                                                                                                    
Wednesday – Psalm 123, Mark 12:18-27                                                                                                                
Thursday – Psalm 25:4-12, Mark 12:28-34                                                                                                           
Friday – Psalm 119:161-168 Mark 12:35-37                                                                                                            
Saturday – Psalm 71:7-16, Mark 12:38 to end. 


